
HOW TO EXTRACT PHOTOS FROM PDF FILES 
 
Some Wands supporters have asked me recently how they can copy photos or 
pictures from the pdf articles that are appearing more and more often on the 
Forever Amber website. 
 
Hopefully, this article will walk you through the ‘system’ and you will soon be able 
to copy the pictures you require, for scrapbook purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This match day programme was ‘lifted’ by me from my ‘Sunday Opening at 
Grassmeade’ article. That’s me going down in history as a ‘clever clogs’, but 
here’s how it’s done. 
 
1. Go to the article in which the photo or picture you require is included. This can 
be done by clicking on the relevant link on the Forever Amber website. Let’s 
choose the open-top bus parade at http://www.craywands.co.uk/busride.pdf. The 
article will open in Adobe Acrobat Reader as a pdf file, like so: 
 

 
 
2. Depending on what version of the Acrobat Reader you have installed on your 
computer, you need to make sure that your ‘selection’ button on the screen is 
selected (circled in the snap above).  It’s the one with the crosshair (like an I) 
and an arrow next to it. If you’ve got an older version of the Reader then you 
may need to select the little camera icon. You should now have a little + instead 
of an arrow when you go near the picture.  
 

http://www.craywands.co.uk/busride.pdf


3. This could be a bit tricky, but you now need to hold the left mouse button 
down and drag the mouse across the picture that you want to copy, so that you 
end up with a dotted line around the subject, like shown (faintly) here: 
 

 
 

4. Immediately after you’ve drawn the dotted box around the picture it will copy 
itself to your ‘clipboard’. Older versions of Acrobat Reader will ask you if you want 
the selection copied to the clipboard. Just click the ‘yes’ or ‘okay’ button. 
 
5. Open your Word (or similar) programme, right click your mouse and you’ll get 
the following menu: 
 

 
 

6. Left click your mouse on Paste (circled above) and, voila! Your picture will 
appear. All you’ll then have to do is print it, cut it out and stick it in your 
scrapbook or photo album! 
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